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Hymn: Come All You Vagabonds

Come all you vagabonds, come all you 'don't belongs'
Winners and losers, come, people like me.
Come all you travellers, tired from the journey,
Come wait a while, stay a while, welcomed you'll be.

Come all you questioners, looking for answers
And searching for reasons and sense in it all;
Come all you fallen, and come all you broken,
Find strength for your body and food for your soul.

Come to the feast, there is room at the table,
Come let us meet in this place
With the King of all kindness who welcomes us in
With the wonder of love, and the power of grace,
The wonder of the love, and the power of grace.

Come those who worry ‘bout houses and money,
And all those who don't have a care in the world;
From every station and orientation,
The helpless, the hopeless, the young and the old.

Come to the feast, there is room at the table,
Come let us meet in this place
With the King of all kindness who welcomes us in
With the wonder of love, and the power of grace,
The wonder of the love, and the power of grace.

Come all believers and dreamers and schemers,
And come all you restless just searching for home;
Movers and shakers and givers and takers,
The happy, the sad and the lost and alone.

Come self-sufficient with wearied ambition,
And come those who feel at the end of the road.
Fiery debaters and religion haters,
Accusers, abusers, the hurt and ignored.

Come to the feast, there is room at the table,
Come let us meet in this place
With the King of all kindness who welcomes us in
With the wonder of love, and the power of grace,
The wonder of the love, and the power of grace.



Come to the feast,
There is room at the table.
Come let us meet in this place.
With the King of all kindness
Who welcomes us in,
With the wonder of love,
And the power of grace.

What an amazing invitation to every single one of us, irrespective of where you
have been, who you are, what troubles or ails you, the burdens you carry, the
good you have done or the people you love – there is room, always, at His table.

Let us pray:

Loving God,
In Jesus and through the power of the Holy Spirit you show us that there is
always room at your table for one more.
There is always time for everyone to be listened to.
There is always enough respect for everyone to be valued.
There is always enough truth for everyone to grow and learn.
There is always a second chance for those who once turned away.
For the in-you crowd is always growing and always welcoming – Alleluia!
Amen

Lord Jesus, when our in-crowd is not your crowd:
Forgive us, and help us build community
When our words are harsh and our actions unkind:
Forgive us, and help us build community
When we judge others rather than join with others:
Forgive us, and help us build community
When we are set in our ways and not open to change:
Forgive us, and help us build community
To the glory of your name. Amen

God of truth and mercy,
Where we break down – you build up;
Where we damage – you repair;
Where we blaspheme – you bless;
Where we isolate – you include;
Where we go wrong – you put us right;
Where we confess – you forgive;
Where we begin again – you are with us.
In Jesus’ name. Amen



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Hymn: Brother, Sister, Let Me Serve You

Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace
to let you be my servant too.

We are pilgrims on a journey,
and companions on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christ-light for you
in the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

I will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I'll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow
till we've seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in heaven
we shall find such harmony,
born of all we've known together
of Christ's love and agony.

Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace
to let you be my servant too.



Bible Reading: Mark 5: 21 - 43

And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great
crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. Then came one of
the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his
feet and implored him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point
of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well
and live.” And he went with him.

And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him. And there was a
woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, and who had
suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had,
and was no better but rather grew worse. She had heard the reports
about Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his
garment. For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be made well.”
And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that
she was healed of her disease. And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power
had gone out from him, immediately turned about in the crowd and said,
“Who touched my garments?” And his disciples said to him, “You see the
crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’” And he
looked around to see who had done it. But the woman, knowing what had
happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and
told him the whole truth. And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has
made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”

While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some who
said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” But
overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do
not fear, only believe.” And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter
and James and John the brother of James. They came to the house of the
ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus[f] saw a commotion, people weeping and
wailing loudly. And when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you
making a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.”
And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took the child's
father and mother and those who were with him and went in where the
child was. Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which
means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” And immediately the girl got up
and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were
immediately overcome with amazement. And he strictly charged them
that no one should know this, and told them to give her something to eat

The #BeKind Campaign was launched in 2017 to inspire kindness as a way of
being. The call-to-action tasked people to display ‘be kind’ signs where they
would be seen on World Kindness Day in November 2017.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%205&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24399f


The campaign grew rapidly in February 2020 following the death of celebrity
Caroline Flack by suicide following unscrupulous hounding in the press and via
social media.

So, what of kindness? What does it mean to be kind?

The dictionary definition of kindness talks of a quality or state of being kind,
treating people with kindness and respect, a kind deed or favour. Being kind is
about caring.

I have been in several debates, yep me, who’d have thought it… About kindness.
For me kindness is so much more than being nice. In fact I don’t really like the
word nice. An English teacher back when I was in high school use to teach us
that the word nice was bland, and didn’t really mean anything. A lazy adjective,
but will leave you to think on that for yourself?

Our reading today from Mark, is one of the many examples of kindness
discussed in the bible. When I researched the word kindness I got over 39000
hits, with a starting point of 78 direct biblical quotes.

The reading today intertwines two stories, a man desperate to save his
daughter, and a woman feeling isolated and unloved. Jesus is being propelled
through the crowd by Jairus, just to be in time to heal his daughter. Through the
crowd Jesus feels the touch of a woman who desperately too wanted to be
healed. This woman’s health problem would have made her continually and
ritually unclean. Woman would spend time apart from others whilst
menstruating, away from the full lives of their families. This woman who was
continually losing blood had lost the rhythm of her life. We learn from her story
that the physical power could flow from Jesus without his conscious choosing.
Her silent faith was enough to summon forth healing, and Jesus knew it had
happened. Not content with this wordless contact, Jesus seeks out to hear her
story.

In the midst of this Jairus is willing Jesus through the crowd, hoping they will be
in time to save his daughter. The needs of this woman must have felt like life
threatening distraction. The devastating news that they are too late prevails
through the crowd. And yet, they are not. Jesus accompanies them and heals
the girl.

There are many other stories guiding us to live lives of kindness in the bible:
In Matthew we here of the man with leprosy who knelt before the Lord and said
“if you are willing, you can make me clean.” Jesus reaches out saying “I am
willing”, and heals the man. Lepers were seen as unclean living separate lives.

In Luke the story of Zacchaeus the chief tax collector tells of him climbing a tree
to see Jesus as he was so short. When Jesus passes by he commands Zacchaeus
to take him for tea. The crowd didn’t like this, claiming Jesus was consorting



with sinners. In the eyes of the Jews tax collectors would abuse their powers to
line their own pockets. Yet Zacchaeus repents his ways and promises to pay
back all he may have cheated.

In John the story of the gentile woman who came to draw water at the well.
When Jesus asked her for water, the woman questions him, “how can you, a
Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?. Jesus answers her, “If you knew
the gift of God and who it is who asks you for a drink, you would have asked him
and he would have given you living water”. The woman draws the water from
the well and offers it to Jesus, and in that act understands who Jesus is, and tells
the word to all who hear her.

There are many other stories, giving examples of the best live to lead. In these
stories Jesus guides us on the right path. He shows us to go beyond social
stereotypes, to ignore the prejudices of our times, to see where people have
been or are coming from and how we can support people to change their lives in
following Jesus.

By preaching to a Samaritan woman, Jesus broke societal boundaries, again
taking tea with a tax collector or healing the leper, He showed us that kindness
is universal. We shouldn’t just be kind to those of our own race, or social
standing, those who look or think like we do. Everyone deserves compassion
regardless of who they are or where they have been.

Even on the cross Jesus shows acts of kindness beyond anything we could
possibly understand. He asks for forgiveness to those who have hurt him.
Forgiving those who’ve done us wrong is one of the greatest acts of kindness we
can show, not only for others but for ourselves too. When we give the chance to
redeem themselves, we give ourselves the opportunity to heal.

Kindness is not easy. Sometime to be kind we have to take a difficult path.
Making difficult decisions for the right reasons, making changes to move forward
being in conflict with others - not easy paths to take. Calling out poor behaviour,
not standing as bystanders silently condoning acts of repression or prejudice.
Jesus showed kindness to his disciples by prewarning them of what was to come
during his trials and after his death. He warned Peter he would betray him. We
may not see these as acts of kindness, however in prewarning his friends, Jesus
tells them it will be ok. They have the resources they need to move forward even
without him there in the flesh.

Tuesday saw the very first day of no recorded deaths from covid for over 15
months. We’ve come out of pandemic, do we revert back to all we did before or
do we brave the conversations, give ourselves time to reflect on which way we
go now, for the people we our now and make the changes for our churches, our
people our selves that mean we move forward living the lives Jesus has
demonstrated for us?



The #BeKind movement guides a society that for some has lost the simplicities
of being kind. A simple smile, casual hello can make the difference in someone’s
day. Having difficult conversations, calling out poor behaviour will enable people
to see how they affect others and give us the opportunity to change or be the
support needed for others to live new lives.

How can you #BeKind? What changes can you make to your daily life which will
enable others to walk in the way of Jesus? How can we move our churches
forward to make sense of the communities we live and bring Jesus to those
around us?

Amen

Loving Lord
As we come to you in prayer for those around us, hear the words we speak, and
those deep in our hearts.

We pray for the world in which we live, where this deadly virus is still running its
course, for those recovering from its wake, we pray for courage and strength to
stand side by side with those who suffer or who are in need.

We pray for those who are living in fear of retribution, persecution, being in the
wrong place at the wrong time, those who have been ill treated at the hands of
others, give us Lord courage and strength to stand with those who need to be so
much more than the bystander.

We pray for those in our own nations, our leaders to lead us into new
beginnings, our health and social care systems to give equal and inclusive care
to all who are sick, bereaved or in need. We pray for those who are finding life
difficult, not knowing where to turn, those frantic with worry or financial
burdens, the homeless, the lonely.

We pray for courage and strength to stand side by side, giving relief where
needed.

We pray for those in our own communities, that we have the courage and
strength to show the kindness you have taught us, we may stand not just as
bystanders but stand with those in need, against inequality, exclusion, poverty,
greed, and when our own courage and strength fails us Lord, we pray that You
will hold us in your arms and light the path and guide us on the way.

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.
Amen



In our final hymn we ask the Lord to come to us, giving us His truth, shaping
and fashioning us in His likeness so that others may see His Acts of Love in our
deeds, and come to know the glorious love of God.

Hymn: Speak, O Lord

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you
to receive the food of your holy word.
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;
shape and fashion us in your likeness,
that the light of Christ might be seen today
in our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us
all your purposes, for your glory.

Teach us, Lord, full obedience,
holy reverence, true humility.
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
in the radiance of your purity.
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see
your majestic love and authority.
Words of power that can never fail;
let their truth prevail over unbelief.

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;
help us grasp the heights of your plans for us.
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time
that will echo down through eternity.
And by grace we'll stand on your promises,
and by faith we'll walk as you walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, till your Church is built
and the earth is filled with your glory.

‘And by grace we'll stand on Your promises
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us’
Yet more wonderful words to take us into a new refreshed week.

Lord, as we head into a new week, helps us to be people who choose to stand
out from the crowd, rather than simply to follow it.

By the power of your spirit, help us also to step out of our comfort zones, give
us courage and strength to stand with those who need it, to show kindness in all
our interactions living the way you have taught us.

Amen.
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