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Good morning and welcome to worship.

This is the day that the Lord has made
We will rejoice and be glad in it.

Psalm 48
Within your temple, O God,
We meditate on your unfailing love.
Like your name, O God,
Your praise reaches to the ends of the earth;
Your right hand is filled with righteousness
This God is our God for ever and ever;
He will be our guide even to the end.

Hymn: Lord of all hopefulness

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy,
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
be there at our labours, and give us, we pray,
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day

Prayers

Loving God, we have come to worship you.
Help us to remember that you are here with us.
May we pray to you in faith,
As we listen to hymns.
Let us praise you with gratitude that we can be here today to worship you



Lord we may want everything to return to just as we were but for now we still
need to be patient.
Let us focus on you Lord, on your word with eagerness
Appreciating your word and being able to put your word into action.

[Silence]

Eternal God, source of all blessing,
Help us to worship you with all our heart and mind and strength;
For you alone are God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
For ever and ever. Amen.

[Silence]

Holy God,
To you alone belong glory, honour and praise.
We join with the hosts of heaven as we worship.
You alone are worthy of adoration from every mouth,
And every tongue shall sing your praise.
You create the earth by your power;
You save the human race in your mercy,
And renew it through your grace.
To you, loving God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
Be all glory, honour and praise
Now and for ever. Amen.

[Silence]

Loving God,
We have sinned against you
In what we have thought, said and done.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves,
We are truly sorry and ask you to help us to turn away from what is wrong.
Forgive us for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Dear Lord and Father

Dear Lord and Father of mankind
forgive our foolish ways;
reclothe us in our rightful mind;
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence, praise.



In simple trust like theirs who heard
beside the Syrian sea
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word
rise up and follow thee.

O sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,
where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity,
interpreted by love!

With that deep hush subduing all
our words and works that drown
the tender whisper of thy call,
as noiseless let thy blessing fall
as fell thy manna down.

Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still small voice of calm!

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
This is his gracious word:
‘your sins are forgiven.’
Amen. Thanks be to God.

Collect
Servant Lord,
Grant us both the opportunity and the will
To serve you day by day.
May all that we do
And how we bear each other’s burdens
Be our offering of love and service
To the glory of your service.
Amen.

Bible Reading: Mark 6 : 1 - 13



He left there and returned to his hometown. His disciples came along. On
the Sabbath, he gave a lecture in the meeting place. He stole the show,
impressing everyone. “We had no idea he was this good!” they said. “How
did he get so wise all of a sudden, get such ability?”

But in the next breath they were cutting him down: “He’s just a
carpenter—Mary’s boy. We’ve known him since he was a kid. We know his
brothers, James, Justus, Jude, and Simon, and his sisters. Who does he
think he is?” They tripped over what little they knew about him and fell,
sprawling. And they never got any further.

Jesus told them, “A prophet has little honour in his hometown, among his
relatives, on the streets he played in as a child.” Jesus wasn’t able to do
much of anything there—he laid hands on a few sick people and healed
them, that’s all. He couldn’t get over their stubbornness. He left and made
a circuit of the other villages, teaching.

Jesus called the Twelve to him, and sent them out in pairs. He gave them
authority and power to deal with the evil opposition. He sent them off with
these instructions:
“Don’t think you need a lot of extra equipment for this. You are the

equipment. No special appeals for funds. Keep it simple.

“And no luxury inns. Get a modest place and be content there until you
leave.

“If you’re not welcomed, not listened to, quietly withdraw. Don’t make a
scene. Shrug your shoulders and be on your way.”

Then they were on the road. They preached with joyful urgency that life
can be radically different; right and left they sent the demons packing;
they brought wellness to the sick, anointing their bodies, healing their
spirits.

Thanks be to God for that word.

The Church worldwide has been as we know and is going through a tough time
with congregations getting smaller. I do believe that the Church of today is ripe
and ready to take on the challenge that Jesus sets for us by his example,
gathering disciples together and having the confidence to send them out to do
the work that God wants them to do, all that we need is God with us as we do
so. Although we don’t consider the time away from our church building the sort
of break that we were expecting, I do hope that it has given us a special time
with our families when we were able to see them and possibly get to know our
neighbours a little bit more. Three of my closest neighbours all belong to various
churches and denominations. We do on occasions discuss our faith and our
churches and even what is happening within our lives. On one occasion recently



one of my neighbours and I had the opportunity to pray with each other through
a window.

There are of course differences between denominations and even individual
churches. Rural churches, suburban churches, urban churches needs can be very
different. We would be ignorant to think that the culture of a church that is in
the heart of a town centre such as Manchester or Warrington is the same at one
set in a suburban area like, for the area around us say, Woolston or Peel Green
and then both of these settings is so different from the culture of a rural setting
like, Hollins Green, Glazebrook, Culcheth. But even with our differences, we are
sent to serving different and unique communities. It is a good thing to go and be
within a different community to see what the differences are so that we can work
together even with those differences. Each of us bring and take a wide richness
of different energies, life experiences, work, homelife, spiritual life and even our
social life to the areas that we live, work and worship in. So being a part of the
wider church and community, how many differences must there be? Jesus had
returned to his home town, where he was familiar with, where he was known. He
had been away and now returned with the new life experiences that he had
gained and was tasked to do extraordinary things with familiar people. He was
uniting people together which we would think would be a blessing as well as a
challenge. We are talking about people being reunited after a time of being
apart, even close families might find this a challenge. When we have visitors
coming to stay, say for a weekend or even longer there is the joy of seeing that
person or even family, sharing meals together, maybe doing some sightseeing or
visiting other friends and families. It doesn’t matter that for a few days there is a
bit more mess in the house. It doesn’t matter about the lid being left off of the
toothpaste. It doesn’t matter that somehow you end up being in the kitchen
cooking whilst everyone else is able to talk or just having a bit of fun. A wee bit
like Martha and Mary. But how would we react if for some reason this was going
to turn into a permanent thing or long term thing. The person or people that
were ‘visiting’ are now moving in! Oh, my! Is it now that some rules need to be
drawn up, do you sit down and have an awkward chat – well I didn’t really like it
when… I loved it when… We need to have a rethink and adjustment to what was
a very temporary situation to what is now becoming the possibility of the ‘norm’
maybe even permanent. How do the ‘visitors’ even if they are family react to the
reality of what is expected now that there is to be a different situation from the
fun, relaxing times that we want from a break away from our usual every-day
lives. Some people taken out of their normal situations are quite happy and
some people entering into a new situation can accept changes and new
challenges where others are quite resistant. How do you think the disciples felt
being paired up with someone to go out together with nothing but their trust in
what Jesus was telling them to do?

The whole world, every single country, with our differences of cultures, ways of
living, our churches and our community wherever they may be have been
hurting together although having to remain apart. Are we at the point that we



need to encourage each other to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ more than
ever before?

Have we taken the opportunity and time during the past 14/15 months to think
about and reflect on who and what Jesus means to us, what our faith means to
us, what our church means to us? Have we been looking for guidance from our
leaders and wanting them to simply come and bring all of their experience and
knowledge with them and found that, well actually our leaders have never
actually had the experience of living through the trials that the world has faced
recently, they haven’t got the answers for us. We have said from day one of the
pandemic that we are in this together. But being together is difficult when the
being together is being apart. We need to have a returning to point where you
can check in with each other. Our churches are beginning to return and find their
feet again but up to now it hasn’t been the same and I don’t think that it will be.
Jesus returned to his home-town a different person, he will have had to leave
behind him his life familiarities and enter into a new way of living and being. He
was ‘only’ a carpenter’s son after all, he was only a man, but he was Jesus Christ
our Lord, our Saviour the very reason we know that even apart we are together.
Jesus didn’t send the disciples out on their own, he went with them. Not
physically but within his teachings in the synagogue, within the intimate
conversations he had individually and together with his disciples, the very people
he was pairing up and sending out fully equipped yet with nothing but a staff.
They did as He asked them to. And then in Matthew 28 we hear this, after so
much had happened for Him and His disciples to get to this spot now.

“Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountains where Jesus had
told them to go. When they saw Him, they worshipped him, but some doubted.
Then Jesus came to them and said. “All authority in heaven and in earth has
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them
in the name of the Father and of The Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of age.”

We may think that we know Jesus well and are fully equipped by Him and that is
good if this is the case. Because you are already ready to do as Jesus asks of
you - to go and tell others about what an amazing God that we have! We know
that we can be tempted in our church family to believe that we know everything
that we need to know but, in my opinion, we know what we know but we cannot
ever know it all! Ours can be the simplest of faiths, we believe that Jesus Christ
is Lord and we attend church on a Sunday and that is totally enough for us. That
is all we want to do and if that is so then maybe that is what Jesus is asking you
to do today. This may be a time for you to ‘Be Still’ in the Synagogue, in the
church, in your home and learn through scripture, to pray and to wait until Jesus
speaks to you – there is a time to be still and a time to move from that stillness
and put what we have learned into action. Sometimes it is a small act of
kindness but try not to ignore what Jesus is saying to you. Let Him guide you in
your life and help you to be the disciple He wants you to be. Amen.



Prayers

Blessed are you, eternal God,
To be praised and glorified for ever.
Hear us as we pray for your holy catholic Church:
Make us all one, that the world may believe.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you.
That the life of Christ may be revealed in us.
Strengthen all who minister in Christ’s name:
Give them courage to proclaim Your Gospel.
Inspire and lead those who hold authority in the nations of the world:
Guide them and all people in the way of justice and peace.
Make us alive to the needs of our community:
Help us to share each other’s joy and burdens.
Look with kindness on our homes and families:
Grant that your love may grow in our hearts.
Inspire us to have compassion on those who suffer from
Sickness, grief or trouble:
In your presence may they find their strength.
We remember those who have died:

[Silence]

Father, into your hands we commend them.
We praise you for all your saints
Who have entered your eternal glory:
Bring us all to share in your heavenly kingdom.

[Silence]

Heavenly Father,
You have promised to hear
What we ask in the name of your Son:
We pray you to accept and answer our prayers,
Not that we ask in our ignorance,
Nor as we deserve in our sinfulness,
But as you know and love us in your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;



on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Hymn: Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore;
feed me now and evermore.

Open thou the crystal fountain
whence the healing stream shall flow;
let the fiery, cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through:
strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield;
be thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death, and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side:
songs of praises, songs of praises,
I will ever give to thee;
I will ever give to thee.

Blessing

The love of the Father enfold us,
The wisdom of the Son enlighten us,
The fire of the Spirit enflame us;
And the blessing of God, the Three in One,
Be upon us and abide with us now and forever. Amen.
God in peace to love and to serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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Lord Of All Hopefulness - Jan Struther (Joyce Placzek)
Words: © From Enlarged Songs of Praise. 1931, Oxford University Press

Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind - John Greenleaf Whittier
Music: Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918) from the oratorio Judith

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah - William Williams
Translated by Peter Williams, Music: John Hughes, of Pontypridd

A pastoral letter from the President and Vice-President following the
Conference vote on Marriage and Relationships

We wished to take this opportunity to write to you after the Conference voted on
the resolutions contained in the marriage and relationships report.

We very much appreciate that these decisions will stir up many different
emotions for our siblings across the Connexion. There will be some who will be
deeply hurt and others who will rejoice by what has been decided.

Our Presidential theme this year is God’s Table: An Invitation for All, and God’s
invitation is for every single one of us. The Methodist Church has held tension for
many years and as a Church and a family, we must do all we can to live with
contradictory convictions.

This work was first reflected on back in 1992 and we have been on this journey
together since that point. During the past years we have continued to listen to
and to pray for each other and remaining true to what God is saying to us. We
must remember in all this, to continue to hold each other in prayer, and to
support each other as we find a way forward, respecting our differences.

It is perhaps helpful to remember that there are other issues, some of them
discussed at the Conference, on which we hold differing and sometimes strong
opinions. We live with them and we do not allow them to impair our communion
with each other. We respect each other’s consciences, we exercise judgment in
when to speak and when to be silent, and we hold one another in prayer. We do
all this not for our own sake but for the sake of Christ and the sake of the world
which urgently needs to know the power of Christ’s reconciling love.

Our prayer for you, beloved siblings, is that in joy or sorrow, in pain or
excitement, we might continue to live within that reconciling love.

The Revd Sonia Hicks - President of the Conference
Mrs Barbara Easton - Vice-President of the Conference


