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Good morning and welcome to Salford Methodist Circuit. This is Trinity Sunday, 

Sunday 7th June 2020 and a welcome each and every one of you here. We have 

an opening reading which is from Genesis Chapter 1 verses 1 to 2  

 

Genesis 1 : 1-2 

The Beginning 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Now the earth was formless and empty,  

darkness was over the surface of the deep, and 

the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

 

What a wonderful beginning to our services this morning, the beginning of 

creation, our wonderful God's creation. So today is, as I said, Trinity Sunday and 

we're going to sing a very familiar Trinity Sunday hymn, Holy, Holy Holy, Lord 

God Almighty.  

 

Song: Holy Holy Holy 

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

  

Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea, 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

Which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

  

Holy, holy, holy!  Though the darkness hide thee, 

Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see, 

Only thou art holy, there is none beside thee, 

Perfect in power, in love and purity. 

  

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 

 

 

Shall we come before God in prayer? Let us pray 

 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit we come to you, we give you our thanks and praise. 
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We thank you that we are able to be here together on this glorious Sunday 

morning to worship you. We think of those who cannot be with us today. 

 

We thank you for the time and the space to be able to bring our inner thoughts 

and speak with you honestly and openly. We sit in silence as we give our 

personal thanks to you… 

We praise your holy name Lord for the beauty of the earth and are mindful that 

we are a part of your wonderful creation. We praise you Jesus for being our Lord 

and our Saviour, we recognise you witnessed to us the example we need to live 

by. We praise you Holy Spirit and trust that you are within us and around us 

each day, guiding us through the wilderness moments of these times that we are 

living in. We sit in silence as we bring you our personal thanks and praise… 

 

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit we bring our prayers to you. 

Amen. 

  

And now we shall share in the traditional version of the Lord's Prayer. Let us 

pray: 

 

Our Father who art in heaven 

hallowed be thy name thy kingdom come 

thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us 

lead us not into temptation but deliver 

us from evil for thine is the kingdom 

the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

We're going to sing a familiar hymn to us in the Salford Circuit, it's one that 

Clare actually introduced to us quite some time ago now and we sing at Midweek 

Worship sometimes as well as during other services. So we sing Great Is The 

Darkness That Covers The Earth. 

 

Song: Great is the Darkness 

 

That covers the earth 

Oppression, injustice and pain 

Nations are slipping 

In hopeless despair 

Though many have come in Your name 

Watching while sanity dies 

Touched by the madness and lies 

 

Come Lord Jesus, come Lord Jesus 

Pour out Your spirit we pray 

Come Lord Jesus, come Lord Jesus 

 



 
Pour out Your spirit on us today 

  

May now Your church rise 

With power and love 

This glorious gospel proclaim 

In every nation 

Salvation will come 

To those who believe in Your name 

Help us bring light to this world 

That we might speed Your return 

Come Lord Jesus... 

 

Great celebrations 

On that final day 

When out of the heavens You come 

Darkness will vanish 

All sorrow will end 

And rulers will bow at Your throne 

Our great commission complete 

Then face to face we shall meet 

Come Lord Jesus... 

 

 

Our Gospel reading for today is Matthew, the Gospel of Matthew Chapter 28 

verses 16 to 20,  The Great Commission  

 

Matthew 28 : 16 - 20 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus 

had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 

doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

Thanks be to God for that word. Amen 

 

I grew up in a family of three girls. My older sister Pauline was born in 1956 

when my dad was still playing the banjo and singing all around the country with 

the Clyde Valley Stompers. I was born in 1960 when my dad was still away 

playing the banjo and singing. My sister Linda was born in 1962, I think that was 

a year after my dad left the band. The three of us are different physically and 

our personalities are different even although we were brought up in the same 

home together. God made us unique, as he has done with each of you. Think 

about your own families, each member of your family how for your family is 

made up, have different personalities as well as having different ways of doing 

things, the same ways of doing things too and somehow together you make 

family work in your way. We don't think about it deeply and family life naturally 

 



 
happens to meet the needs of everyone within that family. At the moment we in 

our family have three different family units - in Cadishead and one here at the 

manse in Swinton. During the lockdown it has been very difficult. Our new 

granddaughter was born on 24th March and although we have been able to see 

her from a safe distance, we still haven't been able to hold her. Our family unit 

as a whole have missed the opportunity to hold her and to smell her - babies 

have a lovely baby smell, I love it - and we haven't been able to really look into 

her eyes closely either. We haven't been able to hug Mark and Jess and our little 

Louie, not even a big hug of reassurance that everything will be okay, because 

we knew on the 24th of March and now the 6th of June that we needed to keep 

safe and to keep alert, we have been abiding by that 

 

In another part of our family unit, our son Andrew and Hayley's wedding has had 

to be canceled. Hayley's mom has had leukemia and had been in remission from 

last November but in January this year she unexpectedly contracted infection 

after infection and much more. Being cared for at Salford Royal before being 

moved to MRI it was a very difficult time for Haley for Charlene and for her 

husband Pat. We thought, She fought such a brave battle and sadly passed away 

two days ago from when I wrote this on 27th May.  99% of the time, another 

family unit - the hospital family unit - had to look after her and give her the care 

that she needed as well as the care and support that her family needed too. 

Even in the most desperate situations we still had to stay safe and alert. The 

third part of our family unit live here at the manse. Alec has worked Monday to 

Friday each week apart from three days during this lockdown. George was off for 

three weeks but has been back for a good number of weeks now. Vee has been 

working on a rota two and a half days in and then two weeks off, but returning 

to full time from this coming week. Me, well I'm trying my best to minister to my 

congregations in the most trying and testing times that I have known in the 

recent history of the church I'm still trying to adapt to this new form of 

ministering at a distance but somehow knowing and 100% trusting that we are 

together still with our God our Father, Christ our teacher and the Holy Spirit 

working with us, being with us, loving and caring for us as we stay safe and 

alert.  

 

Thinking about family, Church family unit now. We have different people in the 

church family today who weren’t there 1, 2, 10, 20, 30, 50 years ago. 50 years 

plus ago. But each and every one of us are church today. Even the people who 

were unable to attend church before we had to temporarily close, they are still 

part of our church family. The church has changed and the work that the church 

has been doing has changed, the way you approach church will have changed 

over the history of the church, the history of the Circuit and the history of the 

worldwide church has the church's personality changed as the people have 

changed. Some of us may not want to look back because looking back can be 

painful and some of us may not want to look forward as that may be too painful 

too. Some of us may only want to see the church as it was three months ago,,, 

that that may be all we can cope with at the moment. It may be hard to accept 

that the church may have changed and had to change during this time we are 

going through, just as the dynamics of our homes have changed and the 

 



 
workplaces we were used to will have changed too. We know that says one 

person enters into a family, into a community, into a place of work or the 

church, the dynamics of that group of people change and one person leaves that 

group and again the dynamics change; it takes time to get used to the changes. 

We need to remember to, and encourage one another in this time. We have a 

whole history of the world adapting to changes that happen quite naturally, but 

also the least expected forced upon us, the changes of time. We are, I'm glad to 

say, an adaptable society. I believe that we cannot argue with that, even with 

our families we have to be adaptable, it's part of our human nature to adapt to 

things as they come and go. We may not like it but we have to be adaptable. 

 

As we look at Scripture today, the passage in Matthew is one of my favorite 

passages of Scripture. Think back to this time in history that Matthew is writing 

about and think about how the disciples and the people of that world, of that 

day, had to adapt to a world that was seeing the words of the prophets coming 

into fruition right there in front of them. A leader far greater than King David 

would come out of Bethlehem, we see that in Micah Chapter 5 verse 2. Isaiah 

speaks of the suffering servant who was to come, look at Isaiah Chapter 53 to 

see this. There are many other passages that I could point you to, but too many 

to be spoken in the short time that we have together today. Perhaps you could 

study this for yourself and let Clare and I know what you have found out I look 

forward to that. Jesus completed the task that he had been sent to do by his 

father here on earth. It has been completed; it has been completed full stop. 

That is it. Well, not really. Today is Trinity Sunday, the day when we recognize 

and celebrate the fact that God our Creator, his Son and his Holy Spirit are all 

working together within our world. That's amazing isn't it?! In Genesis 1 we saw 

God's Spirit hovering over the waters of a formless empty dark world as God's 

pieced together the world. Within the creation story we see human beings 

created, perfectly. But as we know, we were unable to accept and abide by the 

rules set out by our Creator. It was then that things went wrong. We had the 

freedom but chose not to listen. We didn't leave - God didn't leave us that way. 

We have a God who moves with us in his time and not our’s and he waited until 

the right moment and sent his son into the world. He grew up with Mary and 

Joseph and when the time again was right, John the Baptist, instructed by God, 

prepared the way for Jesus to begin his ministry. Jesus was baptized in the River 

Jordan and again God's Spirit was with him. In Matthew chapter 3 verses 16 to 

17 we hear that. As soon as Jesus was baptized he went up out of the water, at 

that moment heaven was opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

bird, a dove and alighting him and a voice from heaven said “this is my son, 

whom I love. with him I am well pleased.” In Matthew 28 verses 16 to 20 we see 

the Great Commission. After everything that had taken place Jesus's birth, his 

life, his resurrection and his ascension into heaven Then Pentecost when the 

Holy Spirit was sent down among us, we now see the disciples coming together 

after following the instructions of Jesus. I can't imagine what the disciples must 

have been feeling when they saw Jesus there. Life has been a rollercoaster for 

the disciples by that point, highs and lows and highs again.. Today we too may 

be boy going through highs and lows and highs again, I certainly am and you 

come to a point when you think “God, please no more, I can't take any more of 

 



 
this.” Yet when the disciples were gathered together where Jesus told them to 

go, Jesus was there.. Jesus was there and they were able to worship Him and as 

usual some of them doubted. Jesus persevered, even knowing in this situation 

that some doubted. Jesus affirmed his authority in heaven and on earth that had 

been given to him by God. In this affirmation, Jesus then affirms with his 

disciples his final instruction for them to follow. “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has get been given to me therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey, obey be everything I have commanded you to do 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of age.” I know how difficult it 

has been for you all and I know that some of you may have been relieved to 

simply have a break from the hustle and bustle of what church life can be like. In 

the background though, there are people still working very hard to enable us to 

remain faithful to our calling, to continue to live our lives with the values that 

Jesus has given to us to live by. I know it is difficult when we can't physically go 

and make disciples of all nations, but surely our faith is strong enough to do 

what we can, where we are, for however long it takes please try to let down any 

barriers that you may have felt - you may have felt restricting you from knowing 

God more, from following Jesus' example in the life that you are living now. And 

gently ask God's Spirit to guide you, to pray for and do whatever you feel able to 

do; Keeping safe and alert with our God his Son and his Holy Spirit; the Holy 

Trinity working continually in your life and the lives of others around you. Amen. 

 

We're now going to have our prayers of intercession which I've written into the 

hymn Do Not Be Afraid and I thank Clare for playing and Matt for reading the 

prayer for us. Let us pray: 

 

Do not be afraid, 

For I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by your name; 

You are mine. 

  

When you walk thro’ the waters, I’ll be with you. 

You will never sink beneath the waves. 

  

Lord we remember the people who are overwhelmed 

By what seems like tidal waves of trouble in their lives, 

We ask that you take their troubles away and not let them sink 

Beneath the huge waves of burden that threaten to drown them 

  

Do not be afraid, 

For I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by your name; 

You are mine. 

  

When the fire is burning all around you, 

You will never be consumed by the flames. 

  

 



 
Lord we remember the flames that are still burning within the hearts of 

people who have suffered at the hands of others and the flames of hatred, 

the flames of torture and torment, we ask that you put these flames out 

and let there be not the talk of war and hatred but the talk of peace 

around the world. 

  

Do not be afraid, 

For I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by your name; 

You are mine. 

  

When the fear of loneliness is looming, 

Then remember I am at your side. 

  

Lord we remember the people who are lonely, 

The people who are going through separation and divorce, 

The people who are leaving work for retirement, 

The people who have lost a member of their family through death or an 

unresolved situation. 

  

Do not be afraid, 

For I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by your name; 

You are mine. 

  

When you dwell in the exile of the stranger, 

Remember you are precious in my eyes. 

Lord we remember the people of the world who are being abused by 

someone they thought they could trust, 

The people who are being held hostage by people who don’t even know 

them. 

Take away their pain and suffering and let them know that they are 

precious to you. 

  

Do not be afraid, 

For I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by your name; 

You are mine. 

  

You are mine, O my child: 

I am your Father, 

And I love you with a perfect love. 

  

Let us all remember through all of our troubles and the worlds’ 

Troubles that God is with us, 

With them 

And loves all of us with a perfect love, 

A love that the world very often does not give to us 

 



 
But God does because He wants to! 

  

Do not be afraid, 

For I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by your name; 

You are mine. 

 

 

Let's come together and sing our final hymn, Go to the world, Go into all the 

earth. 

 

Song: Go to the world 

 

Go to the world! Go into all the earth 

Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s worth 

Baptizing as the sign of our rebirth. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! 

 

Go to the world! Go into every place. 

Go live the word of God’s redeeming grace. 

Go seek God’s presence in each time and space. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! 

 

Go to the world! Go struggle, bless, and pray; 

The nights of tears give way to joyous day. 

As servant Church, you follow Christ’s own way. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! 

  

Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, 

For I am with you till the age shall end, 

When all the hosts of glory cry, ‘Amen!’ 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! 

 

We come to the end of our service and I'm now going to say the blessing, 

May the blessing of God our Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us today and 

always, 

Amen. 

Thanks be to God, 

Amen. 
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